Public events at the NIASD

May 15th at 19 hours, at the NIASD

Lecture by Dr. Marie Elias 
Theatrality and performance

Dr. Marie Elias will lecture about the concept of theatrality in contemporary art, using the theoretical basics as a starting point. The second issue will be the effects of theatrality on other art fields. The lecture will be followed by a discussion on contemporary art in Syria. 

Marie Elias is a professor in Damascus University, Faculty of Arts. She is a researcher in theatre, author and translator of many works. 

May 17th at 19 hours, at the NIASD

 Lecture by Lucy Cotter

Followed by a public discussion between Lucy Cotter and  Dr. Marie Elias

Abstract of the Lecture of Lucy Cotter 
“Here as the centre of the world”
As Edward Said suggested, the widening of cultural horizons has all too often had Europe firmly in the privileged centre. The question remains how equal intercultural exchange can take place in the face of remaining cultural (and economic) hierarchies, which seem to underpin the most fundamental concepts within the contemporary art world. Some have argued that a truly international art world would need to be based on the clear rejection of western culture as the mainstream, but postmodern multiculturalism has created more of a homogenous “race to the contemporary” than an engagement with the multi-temporal heterogeneity of modern culture. This lecture will look at some of the issues facing artists and institutions in Europe’s current dealings with cultural diversity, as well as discuss their relevance for the concept of the “Here as the Centre of the World” project. 
In the discussion after the lecture, Marie Elias and Lucy Cotter will discuss the meaning of the project ‘Here as Centre of the World’ as described in the text by Lucy Cotter.
Lucy Cotter is an Irish art critic and lecturer, based in Amsterdam. She lectures in Art Theory at the Gerrit Rietveld Academie and is currently doing doctoral research on post-colonialism and art curation at the University of Amsterdam. She has worked as a professional artist, as well as in educational and organisational capacities in museums and galleries in Italy, Germany and the Netherlands, and has published internationally as an art critic.
May 19th at 19 hours, at the NIASD

“Round table” discussion

Structure, context and hierarchies

It is an easy and incorrect assumption to think that there is something like a structure, a context and a hierarchy that applies to the art world in general, as their functioning is determined by the history of each different culture and location.  The aim of this discussion is to investigate the different situations cultural operators find themselves in when they work in their homeland. 

Elias Alzayat, Mouna Atassi, Mustafa Ali, Issa Touma, Bassam Alkhouri will give an introduction about the structure, context and hierarchies of the art world in Syria. Manel Esparbé i Gasca and Rik Fernhout will introduce the position of the arts in the Netherlands. 

Following these outlines, all participants of the project and the audience will be invited to join the discussion.  

Elias Alzayat is a Syrian artist, painter and professor at the Art Academy of Damasucus.

Mouna Atassi is the director of the Atassi Gallery of Damascus.

Mustafa Ali is a Syrian sculptor and director of the Foundation Mustafa Ali of Damascus.

Issa Touma is a Syrian artist, photographer and director of the Le Pont Gallery of Aleppo.

Bassam Alkhouri is a Syrian mixed media artist and painter, alumnus of the DAI and initiator of this project.

Manel Esparbé i Gasca is a Dutch/Spanish video artist and painter as well as director of ‘Dog Time’, the evening course of the Amsterdam Rietveld academy.

Rik Fernhout is a Dutch artist and apart from being a mentor at DAI he works as an appraiser/advisor/curator for one of the most important collectors of modern and contemporary art in the Netherlands.

    Sunday May 21st at 19 hours, at the NIASD

       Here as Centre of the World

              A presentation of the Damascus project

Starting May 10th, an international group of 16 artists from all over the world has been working in Midhat Basha Street on realising the first workshop of  ‘Here as the Centre of the World’. 

Here as the centre of the world is a trans national artistic research project for young artists from Beirut (Lebanon), Damascus (Syria), Diyarbakir (Turkey), Enschede (The Netherlands), Khartoum (Sudan) and Taipei (Taiwan).

The curatorial project Here as the centre of the world April 2006 – June 2007 consists of a series of workshops that take place in all 6 cities between May 2006 and May 2007 preceded by a conference in Enschede on May 23 & May 24. The outcome of the workshops and the conference will lead to a publication in June 2007. Together the partners will research the possibilities for making the exhibition travel to the six cities that are involved.

The project is an initiative of the Dutch Art Institute and the COMMON PROJECT Foundation (Enschede), in close collaboration with Zico House in Beirut, the NIASD in Damascus, ANADOLU KULTUR in Diyarbakir, the Rachid Diab Arts Center in Khartoum and the Taipei National University of Education.

On May 21st at 19 hours, the first results of the Damascus workshop, led by Dutch/Spanish artist Manel Esparbé i Gasca supported by initiator Bassam Alkhouri will be presented by the different participants in this project.
.

