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Obtaining a Ph.D. in the Netherlands.

Requirements:

Someone who wants to pursue a Ph.D. degree in Holland, has to meet certain requirements. 

1) A Ph.D. study can only be done after having obtained a Master’s degree. This, can be obtained either at a Dutch university or somewhere else. In some countries, like the US, it is possible to start a Ph.D. track after the Bachelor’s degree, and then taking a Master’s degree ‘in passing’. In Holland this is not possible. Without a Master’s degree from a recognized university, it is not possible to start a Ph.D. programme. And with a Master’s degree one is not automatically accepted for a Ph.D. programme. It also depends on the grades. Sufficiently high grades are essential in order to be accepted for a Ph.D. position. 

2) a Ph.D. study can be done in English. It requires a very good command of English, which can be proven by academic publications as well as high scores on English language tests, like IELTS, TOEFL, Cambridge.
3) Proof of academic skills and self-discipline: academic publications that show a solid background in the theory and methods of the chosen field as well as independent and creative thinking. 
4) depending on the method one pursues a Ph.D., the candidate needs to qualify for employment in the Netherlands. 

Method:

The Ph.D. study is a project for at least four years of study and research. Unlike in for example the US, it does usually not contain course work, in which one can obtain a Master’s degree ‘in passing’. Rather, it consists of independent and original research, supervised by a professor ('promoter'), who has agreed to lend his or her assistance. The findings of the research have to be written down in a dissertation. This has to be defended in public for the university’s Council of Deans.

The Ph.D. candidate is rightfully called ‘candidate’, rather than ‘student’. The candidate is a researcher and is as such employed by the university, under the supervision of a particular professor in his field.

There are three ways to pursue a Ph.D.:

1) Universities post vacancies for specific research projects, determined by the department concerned. Candidates who have applied for this position and have been accepted, will be employed as ‘research assistant’ (AiO) or ‘trainee researcher’ (OiO) and will receive a fairly competitive salary, based on a 4-year employment contract with the university.

2) A candidate may try to find his own funding to enroll in a Ph.D. track, especially when he/she has his/her own research proposal. This proposal should be submitted together with a list of (scientific) publications to the department of the university or to a university professor who is expert in the field and could act as a supervisor of the research. If the candidate wants to do this research while staying in the Netherlands, he needs to find other employment in other to qualify for a residence permit. The candidate could also do his research while staying in his home country. This will be upon agreement with the supervisor and/or the university concerned.
3) A candidate can write an open solicitation to a graduate school or department, to see if there is interest in his research proposal. This could lead to either a position as AiO/OiO or as independent, self-funding researcher. He also needs to find a supervisor to support his proposal. 
Universities may charge tuition fees for candidates, especially in case of method 2 and 3. 
By now, many Dutch universities have organized their research departments in several graduate schools, in which Master’s ánd Ph.D. programmes are organized. The term ‘school’ already indicates that also in Holland the tendency is to have more coursework in the Ph.D. track instead of research only. Most of that course work will be done in the first year. The other 3 years will still be mainly focused on independent research. 

When you look for a position in your field of interest, see the websites of the universities and look for these graduate schools. Mostly you can find them under ‘research’ or by typing Ph.D. in the search engine.

Funding:

In most cases the Ph.D. candidate is employed by the university and receives a salary. That makes him a worker and not a student. He will need a residence permit that allows him to work in the Netherlands. The university, as the employer, should provide him with that.
In case the candidate has his own research project, he needs his own funding. He can try to find a job and do research in his free time. Or he could do the research in his own country, travelling once every few times to Holland for personal assistance with the supervisor. He could also try to find a scholarship through different organizations. 
More information: 
For more information see the following websites: 

www.academictransfer.org. A good website with overviews of all kinds of vacancies at Dutch universities and academic institutions. 

www.eracareers.nl: information about scholarships, visa, insurances and other practical help.

www.euraxess.nl: complete information about opportunities, scholarships, insurances, visa etcetera.

www.studyinholland.nl A website for foreign students wanting to continue their studies in the Netherlands.

www.niasd.org: with links to the websites of Dutch universities.
www.grantfinder.nl: Search engine for scholarships.

[image: image2.png]\X/\NEDERLANDS
INSTITUUT VOOR
™\ ACADEMISCHE STUDIES
DAMASCUS
A el agnlt

G (BB ol



The Netherlands Institute for Academic Studies in Damascus 

Visitors address: East Mezzeh, Al Farabi street no. 85, Damascus, Syria

Phone: 00963-11- 61249790, 61249791, 6117622

Fax: 00963-11-6120515

Website: www.niasd.org. Email:educationadvisor@n-damascus.org 


