
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Voorland (Foreland) 
Documentary, Albert Elings & Eugenie 
Jansen, 2005 — ARABIC SUBTITLES 
 
Set in the flood plains of the Lower 
Rhine, Voorland captures the shifting 
relationship between man and nature 
in this area that has been “returned to 
the river”, where cows can only graze 

when the waters retreat and where wild horses were recently 
reintroduced. Nature plays the lead role in this documentary and is 
shown in all its beauty and simplicity with rushing floodwaters, 
grazing cows and crimson sunsets. Man only figures in the 
background, trying to contain the waters, managing the outbreak of 
foot and mouth disease, and leading campaigns to protect the nature 
reserve. 
 Filmed over a period of seven years, Voorland documents the 
phenomenon of “new nature” in The Netherlands and shows how the 
Dutch, who for centuries sought to dominate and control land and 
water in their little country, are today letting go and making space for 
nature. 
Dates: Wednesday 28/3/2007 & Thursday 29/3/2007 
Time and location: 19:45 at NIASD 
Introduction by: Prof.Dr. Youssef Barkoudah (see the next page 
for a synopsis of this introduction in English and Arabic)  
 
 
 
 



 
Synopsis introduction to “Voorland” 
 
Voorland is a documentary, which illustrates the modern change of land use in the 
Netherlands around the Rhine River and the hazards of living near an important river, 
which at any moment can flood the land surrounding it. The scenes of the film take place 
around a farm called Voorland, near an old dilapidated brick factory in the flood plain of 
the river used for brick manufacturing, and grazing cattle over the last centuries.  
As a result of urbanization, modernization and increase in traffic, there is a growing need 
for walking in nature and observing wild life.  The area is changed into a recreational one 
where not long ago wild horses were introduced. The train rails and roads are constructed 
underground in order to avoid disturbing the flora and fauna. School children come to 
spend a day registering their observations on insects, birds and plants. People 
demonstrate against the construction of a railway, municipalities discuss plans of road 
construction keeping in mind the conservation of  nature. 
 It is a film for those interested in the development of rural life in the last number of 
decades, change of priorities in modern times and the trends of nature conservation in 
developed European countries, especially in the Netherlands. 
 
 
فورلند فلم وثائقي يسجل تبدل استعمالات الأراضي الحديث في هولندة حول نهر الرين ومخاطر 

يصور الفلم . يمكن أن يفيض في أي لحظة ويغمر الأراضي حوله, العيش قرب نهر عظيم

تستعمل  مزرعة تسمى فورلند قرب معمل اجر متهدم على ضفاف فيضان النهرالتي كانت

.اروقطع الأخشاب في القرن الماضيلصناعة الاجر ورعي الأبق  
 

تتولد حاجة السكان للتنزه في ,  و نتيجة لتوسع العمران وتزايد حركة السير وضجيج المدن

وتتحول المساحة الىمنطقة ترفيهية حيث أعيد اليها . الطبيعة ومراقبة الأزهار والأحياء البرية

تشق الطرق وسكك القطار تحت الماء لتجنب الحاق الضرربالنباتات . الحصان البري حديثا

يقضي أطفال المدارس والسكان يومهم هناك يسجلون ملاحظاتهم عن الفراشات . ءالبريةوالأحيا

البلدية . السكان يتظاهرون ضد مشروع انشاء سكة القطارعبر المنطقة. والطيور والنباتات

  .تناقش أحسن البدائل لانشاء طريق في المنطقة

 

وتبدل الأولويات في , عقود الأخيرةفلم يستحق المشاهدة للمهتمين بتطور المناطق الريفية في ال

.التنمية واتجاهات حماية الطبيعة في البلدان الأوروبية المتطورة مثل هولندة  


