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Wilde Mossels (Wild Mussels)
Erik de Bruyn, 2000

Leen lives in a mussel-farming region in the southern coastal 
province of Zeeland, in a sleepy village that has little to offer. 
He longs for excitement and adventure, but doesn’t know how 
to find it. He wants to escape the daily boredom and drudgery, 
but doesn’t know where to go. While his friend Daan’s greatest 
ambition is to one day catch the biggest starfish and sell it to 
the local museum, Leen remains restless, driving his motorbike 
down the highway at breakneck speed and dreaming of being 
a rock star.
The world described in Wild Mussels is small, but its themes 
are universal and tragic. Leen fails to see the beauty of the 
polders and salt marshes that surround him and can’t 
appreciate what he has. Driven by a dogged urge for change, 
he quarrels with friends and family and pushes his desire for 
escape to tragic extremes. 
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