Nynke

Pieter Verhoeff, 2001

Set at the turn of the 20th century in northern Holland, Nynke
tells the true story of writer Nynke van Hichtum’s turbulent
marriage to the socialist politician Pieter Jelles Troelstra. Nynke’s
ardent love for her husband is tarnished when Troelstra’s political
career takes off and she finds herself emotionally isolated and
unable to write. Her neurologist, who adheres to the commonly
held belief at the time that women should not be too ambitious,
advises her to “invest her talents in her family” and abandon her
passion for writing. But Nynke continues to struggle with the
social norms being imposed on her, and eventually regains the
confidence to choose for a writing career that led her to become
one of the most famous Dutch children’s authors of her time.
Awarded with two Golden Calfs for Best Film and Best Actress in
2001, Nynke is at once a captivating love story and a depiction of
early 20th-century socio-political realities in The Netherlands.
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