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The Netherlands Institute for Academic Studies in Damascus 
(NIASD) welcomes you to come and watch these Dutch feature 
films and documentaries.

All films and documentaries will be shown with Arabic 
subtitles. 

Location:
NIASD, East Mezzeh, Farabi Street 85 (close to the Greek 
Embassy).

Map: 
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‘Ik ben Mohammed’ (I am Mohammed)
Roy Dames (documentary, 2005), 58 minutes.
Prizes: Nomination for the ‘Gouden Kalf’ in the category 
Best Short Documentary at the Nederlands Filmfestival 
(The Netherlands)

Teacher Mohammed (29) tells the story of his life as a young 
man of Moroccan origin growing up in the city of Rotterdam. 
Against the backdrop of various problems facing young Dutch 
Moroccans, he shows how much effort, perseverance and 
mental toughness it took to complete his studies and find a 
job. Besides prejudices and discrimination, Dutch Moroccans 
face practical and psychological dilemmas resulting from their 
wish to, on the one hand, be part of Dutch society and make 
their own decisions, and, on the other, remain faithful to their 
cultural origins. Mohammed succeeds and proves that he can 
lead a good life and respect his parents and remain faithful to 
his religion, instead of losing himself in criminality. Mohammed 
feels much affinity with Achraf, one of his students. Achraf has 
problems at home and needs to take care of his mother, but 
still comes top of his class. Other students like Soufain and 
Nourdinne, however, continue to struggle to strike a balance 
in their daily lives. 

¢bL�� U�√¢
ÆWIO�œ µ∏ ¨©≤∞∞µ ¨wIzU�Ë rKO�® e�«œ ÍË—

ÊU�dN� w� dOB� wIzU�Ë rKO� qC�√ s� n�U� Êb�u� …ezU�� `�d� ∫ez«u��«
Æ©«bM�u�® ÍbM�uN�« rKOH�«

WM�b� w� QAM� q�_« w�dG� »UA� t�UO� WB� ©ÎU�U� ≤π® bL�� –U��_« ÍËd�
sO�bM�uN�« sOO�dGL�« t�«u� w��« WHK��L�« q�UAL�« fO�«u� nK� Ë ÆÂ«œd�Ë—
œU��≈ Ë t��«—œ ‰UL�ù t��KD� w��« WOKIF�« …uI�« Ë …d�U�L�« Ë bN��« bL�� dNE�
 öCF� Êu�bM�uN�« ÊuO�dGL�« t�«u� eOOL��« Ë ·U��ù« v�≈ W�U{ùU� Ë ÆqL�
ÍbM�uN�« lL��L�« s� Î«¡e� «u�uJ� ÊQ� rN���— s� WN� s� W��U� WO�H� Ë WOKL�
‰u�_ sOBK�� «uI�� Ê√ Èd�√ WN� s� Ë W�U��« rN�«—«d� «uFMB� Ê√ Ë
Â«d��« vK� Ë …bO� …UO� gO� vK� —œU� t�√ s�d�� Ë bL�� `�M� ÆrN��UI�
dFA� ÆÂ«d�ù« w� t�H� …—U�� s� ÎU{u� tM�b� ÎUBK�� ¡UI��« vK� Ë t�b�«Ë
t�O� w� q�UA� ·d�√ Èb� Æt�ö� s� b�«Ë u� Ë ·d�« l� WH�_U� bL�� 
ÊUOH�� ÊËd�¬ »ö� U�√ ÆtH� w� ÎU�uH�� vI�� tMJ� Ë t�Q� wM�F� Ê√ tOK� Ë 

ÆWO�uO�« rN�UO� w� Ê“«u� œU��ù rN�«d� ÊuF�U�O� s�b�« —u� Ë



‘Polleke’
Ineke Houtman (2003), 97 minutes.
Prizes: Children’s Jury Award and Golden Poznan Goat at 
the Ale! Kino International Young Audience Film Festival in 
Poznan (Poland); Camério Award for Best Film and Best 
Screenplay at the Carrousel International du Film in 
Rimouski, Quebec (Canada); Golden Film Award at the 
Golden and Platin Film event (The Netherlands).

Polleke is a smart eleven-year-old girl living in the Dutch 
capital Amsterdam with her eccentric mother. Her father is a 
free-spirited poet who is addicted to drugs. Polleke divides her 
time between Mimoen, the Moroccan boy who lives across 
the street, her mother, who falls in love with her teacher, 
her grandparents’ farm, and her father whom she loves and 
defends in spite of his addiction. While dealing with the chaos 
in her life, she falls in love with her friend Mimoen. Unlike 
Polleke, he comes from a traditional family and his parents 
forbid him from seeing Polleke because she is not of Moroccan 
origin. In this moving film, Mimoen and Polleke discover the 
value of friendship and love that transcends their diverging 
backgrounds.

¢tJ�u�¢
ÆWIO�œ π∑ ¨©≤∞∞≥® ÊUL�u� tJ�«

WO�Ëb�« uMO� …ezU� Æ‰¬ w�  u� ÊU�“u� Êb�uG�« Ë ‰UH�ô« W�O� …ezU� ∫ez«u��«
s� u�dO�U� …ezU� Æ©«bM�u�® ÊU�“u� w� rKOH�« ÊU�dN� w� »U�A�« s�b�UALK�
¨p�J�«® wJ�uL�— w� rKO� Íœ ‰U�u�U�d��« q�Ë—U� w� ÷d� Ë rKO� qC�√

Æ©«bM�u�® wMO�ö��« Ë w��c�« rKOH�« WO�UF� w� w��c�« rKOH�« …ezU� Æ©«bM�

W�bM�uN�« WL�UF�« w� gOF� U�dL� s� …dA� W�œU��« w� WO�– …U�� tJ�u�
Æ «—b�L�« vK� s�b� d� d�U� U�b�«Ë Æ—«u�_« W��dG�« UN�√ l� Â«œd���√
s� WK�UIL�« WN��« w� gOF� w�dG� w�� u� Ë ÊuLO� sO� UN��Ë tJ�u� r�I�
Íc�« U�b�«Ë Ë ¨UN�b� W�—e� Ë ¨tJ�u� rKF� Â«d� w� lI� w��« UN�√ Ë ¨Ÿ—UA�«
lI� UN�UO� X�A� l� UNK�UF� ‰ö� Ë Æt�U�œ≈ s� r�d�U� tM� l�«b� Ë t���
W�bOKI� WKzU� s� ÊuLO� ÊU� tJ�u� fJF� Ë ÆÊuLO� UNI�b� Â«d� w� tJ�u�
rKOH�« «c� w� Ë Æw�dG� q�√ s� X�O� UN�_ UN��ƒ— s� Á«b�«Ë tFML� YO�
 uL�� Íc�« V��« Ë W�«bB�« WLO� ÊuLO� Ë tJ�u� s� q�  nA�J� ‚ÒuAL�«

ÆWC�UM�L�« rN�UOHK� ‚u�



¢ ö Ó�—¢
ÆWIO�œ ±±≤ ¨©≤∞∞∑®  œdO� dO�  d��√

…ezU� Æ©dB�® …d�UI�« w� wL�UF�« rKOH�« ÊU�dN� w� u�—UMO� qC�√ ∫ez«u��«
Æ©«bM�u�® ÍbM�uN�« rKOH�« ÊU�dN� w� vIO�u� qC�√ s� n�U� Êb�uG�«

q�√ s� X�—U� d�u� w� n�u� u� Ë Ê«u{— vK� —UM�« iO�√ w�d� oKD�
‰U�— ‰uI� Æw�«—œ qJA� «bM�u� w� ÂUF�« Í√d�« W�œU��« Ác� r�I� Æw�dG�
s�d�UNL�« lL��� Èd� sO� w� fHM�« s� ÎU�U�œ —UM�« «uIK�√ rN�√ W�dA�«
rNCF� l�  ’U��√  …b�  «c�  —UM�«  ‚ö�≈ lC� ÆÎU�dBM� ÎUF�«œ p�– w�

ÆWH�d� sJ� WN�«u� WI�dD�
 U�UI��« œbF�L�« ÍbM�uN�« lL��L�« w� WO�uO�« …UO��« ¢ ö�—¢ rKO� —uB�
dO�  d��√ Ãd�L�« `�M� ‚ÒuAL�« rKOH�« «c� w� ÆWHK���  «—uEM� s�
—UN�S� ¢Shouf, Shouf, Habibi!¢ ‰ö� s� ÎUC�√  ·ËdFL�«  œdO�
ÍbM�uN�« lL��L�« w� WHK��L�«  U�uL�L�« sO�  UN�UA��« Ë  U�ö��ô« 

ÆUN�uN�«u� w��«  öCFL�« Ë  UC�UM��« Ë

‘Kicks’
Albert ter Heerdt (2007), 112 minutes. 
Prizes: Best Scenario, International Film Festival Cairo 
(Egypt);  ‘Gouden Kalf’ for Best Music, Nederlands 
Filmfestival (The Netherlands)

A white policeman shoots Redouan, a supermarket employee 
and rapper of Moroccan origin. The incident dramatically 
divides public opinion in the Netherlands. The police say they 
fired in self-defense, while the immigrant community sees a 
racist motive. The shooting brings several people together in a 
confrontational, but also humoristic way.
‘Kicks’ portrays daily life in Holland’s multicultural society from 
different perspectives. In this moving film, director Albert ter 
Heerdt, also known from ‘Shouf, Shouf, Habibi!’, succeeds in 
showing the differences and similarities between the various 
groups in Dutch society and the conflicts and dilemmas they 
face.
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Tuesday the 11th of March, 2008

• 17:00h: I am Mohammed (58 min)
• 19:00h: General introduction by Haval Amin to the three 

films I am Mohammed, Polleke and Kicks. Haval Amin is a 
film director, journalist and novelist of Iraqi origin who lived in 
The Netherlands for 15 years. He now works as production 
manager at Studio Damas in Damascus. Language: English 
and Arabic.

• 20:00h: Polleke (97 min)

Wednesday the 12th of March, 2008

• 17:00h: Kicks (110 min).
• 19:00h: Cinematographic impression by Orwa Nyrabia 

of the three films I am Mohammed, Polleke and Kicks. 
Orwa Nyrabia is producer and director at film production 
company PROACTION in Damascus. Language: English 
and Arabic.

• 20:00h: I am Mohammed (58 min).

Thursday the 13th of March, 2008

• 17:00h: Polleke (97 min).
• 19:00h: One hour interactive reflection on the themes of 

the three films, with the visitors, panel guests and artistic 
intermezzos. Language: English and Arabic.

• 20:00h: Kicks (110 min).
• 22:00h: Snacks and Drinks.



ÍbM�uN�« bNFL�« Âö�√ Z�U�d� 
≤∞∞∏ oA�œ w� WOL�œU�_«  U�«—bK�

≤∞∞∏ —«–¬ ±≥≠±±
¢w�UI��« ·ö��ô« Ë »U�A�«¢

 ≤∞∞∏ —«–¬ ±± ¡U�ö��«

©WIO�œ µ∏® ¢bL�� U�√¢ rKO� ∫±∑∫∞∞ W�U��«  •
W�ö��« Âö�_« s� sO�√ ‰U�U� bO��« UNOIK� W�U� W�bI� ∫±π∫∞∞ W�U��«  •
wz«Ë— Ë wH�� Ë Ãd�� sO�√ ‰U�U� Æ¢ ö�—¢  Ë  ¢tJ�u�¢  Ë  ¢bL�� U�√¢
w� ÃU��« d�bL� Êü« qLF� ÆÎU�U� ±µ …bL� «bM�u� w� ‘U� Ë q�_« w�«d�

ÆWO�dF�« Ë W�eOKJ�ù« ∫WGK�« ÆoA�œ w� ”U�«œ u�œu��«
©WIO�œ π∑® ¢tJ�u�¢ rKO� ∫≤∞∫∞∞ W�U��«  •

 ≤∞∞∏ —«–¬ ±≤ ¡UF�—_«

©WIO�œ ±±∞® ¢ ö�—¢ rKO� ∫±∑∫∞∞ W�U��«  •
bO��« UNOIK� wzULMO��« d�uB��« s� WO�U� s�  U�U�D�« ∫±π∫∞∞ W�U��«  •
…Ëd� Æ¢ ö�—¢ Ë ¢tJ�u�¢ Ë ¢bL�� U�√¢ W�ö��« Âö�_« s� w�ËdOM�« …Ëd�
ÆoA�œ w� ¢PROACTION¢ ÃU��ù« W�d� w�  Ãd��  Ë Z�M� w�ËdOM�«

ÆWO�dF�« Ë W�eOKJ�ù« ∫WGK�«
©WIO�œ µ∏® ¢bL�� U�√¢ rKO� ∫≤∞∫∞∞ W�U��«  •

 ≤∞∞∏ —«–¬ ±≥ fOL��«

©WIO�œ π∑® ¢tJ�u�¢ rKO� ∫±∑∫∞∞ W�U��«  •
W�ö��« Âö�_« lO{«u� ‰u� WK�UH�L�« —UJ�_« s� W�U� ∫±π∫∞∞ W�U��«  •

ÆWO�dF�« Ë W�eOKJ�ù« ∫WGK�« ÆWOMH�« q�«uH�« Ë ·uOC�« W�O� Ë —«Ëe�« l�
©WIO�œ ±±∞® ¢ ö�—¢ rKO� ∫≤∞∫∞∞ W�U��«  •

 U�ËdA� Ë  ö�I� ∫≤≤∫∞∞ W�U��«  •




