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The Netherlands Institute for Academic Studies in Damascus
(NIASD) welcomes you to come and watch these Dutch feature
films and documentaries.

All films and documentaries will be shown with Arabic
subtitles.

Location:
NIASD, East Mezzeh, Farabi Street 85 (close to the Greek
Embassy).

Map:
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Contact information:

Visitors address: East Mezzeh, Al Farabi str. No.85,
Damascus, Syria

Tel: +963-11-61249790, 61249791, 6120515, 6117622
Fax: +963-11-6120515

Email: assistant@niasd.org

www.hiasd.org
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‘k ben Mohammed’ (1 am Mohammed)

Roy Dames (documentary, 2005), 58 minutes.

Prizes: Nomination for the ‘Gouden Kalf’ in the category
Best Short Documentary at the Nederlands Filmfestival
(The Netherlands)

Teacher Mohammed (29) tells the story of his life as a young
man of Moroccan origin growing up in the city of Rotterdam.
Against the backdrop of various problems facing young Dutch
Moroccans, he shows how much effort, perseverance and
mental toughness it took to complete his studies and find a
job. Besides prejudices and discrimination, Dutch Moroccans
face practical and psychological dilemmas resulting from their
wish to, on the one hand, be part of Dutch society and make
their own decisions, and, on the other, remain faithful to their
cultural origins. Mohammed succeeds and proves that he can
lead a good life and respect his parents and remain faithful to
his religion, instead of losing himself in criminality. Mohammed
feels much affinity with Achraf, one of his students. Achraf has
problems at home and needs to take care of his mother, but
still comes top of his class. Other students like Soufain and
Nourdinne, however, continue to struggle to strike a balance
in their daily lives.
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‘Polleke’

Ineke Houtman (2003), 97 minutes.

Prizes: Children’s Jury Award and Golden Poznan Goat at
the Ale! Kino International Young Audience Film Festival in
Poznan (Poland); Camério Award for Best Film and Best
Screenplay at the Carrousel International du Film in
Rimouski, Quebec (Canada); Golden Film Award at the
Golden and Platin Film event (The Netherlands).

Polleke is a smart eleven-year-old girl living in the Dutch
capital Amsterdam with her eccentric mother. Her father is a
free-spirited poet who is addicted to drugs. Polleke divides her
time between Mimoen, the Moroccan boy who lives across
the street, her mother, who falls in love with her teacher,
her grandparents’ farm, and her father whom she loves and
defends in spite of his addiction. While dealing with the chaos
in her life, she falls in love with her friend Mimoen. Unlike
Polleke, he comes from a traditional family and his parents
forbid him from seeing Polleke because she is not of Moroccan
origin. In this moving film, Mimoen and Polleke discover the
value of friendship and love that transcends their diverging

backgrounds.
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‘Kicks’

Albert ter Heerdt (2007), 112 minutes.

Prizes: Best Scenario, International Film Festival Cairo
(Egypt); ‘Gouden Kalf’ for Best Music, Nederlands
Filmfestival (The Netherlands)

A white policeman shoots Redouan, a supermarket employee
and rapper of Moroccan origin. The incident dramatically
divides public opinion in the Netherlands. The police say they
fired in self-defense, while the immigrant community sees a
racist motive. The shooting brings several people together in a
confrontational, but also humoristic way.

‘Kicks’ portrays daily life in Holland’s multicultural society from
different perspectives. In this moving film, director Albert ter
Heerdt, also known from ‘Shouf, Shouf, Habibi!’, succeeds in
showing the differences and similarities between the various
groups in Dutch society and the conflicts and dilemmas they
face.
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NIASD
FILMPROGRAMME 2008

11-13 MARCH 2008
“Youth and Cultural Diversity”

Tuesday the 11th of March, 2008

17:00h: I am Mohammed (58 min)

19:00h: General introduction by Haval Amin to the three
films I am Mohammed, Polleke and Kicks. Haval Amin is a
film director, journalist and novelist of Iraqi origin who lived in
The Netherlands for 15 years. He now works as production
manager at Studio Damas in Damascus. Language: English
and Arabic.

20:00h: Polleke (97 min)

Wednesday the 12th of March, 2008

17:00h: Kicks (110 min).

19:00h: Cinematographic impression by Orwa Nyrabia
of the three films | am Mohammed, Polleke and Kicks.
Orwa Nyrabia is producer and director at film production
company PROACTION in Damascus. Language: English
and Arabic.

20:00h: I am Mohammed (58 min).

Thursday the 13th of March, 2008

17:00h: Polleke (97 min).

19:00h: One hour interactive reflection on the themes of
the three films, with the visitors, panel guests and artistic
intermezzos. Language: English and Arabic.

20:00h: Kicks (110 min).

22:00h: Snacks and Drinks.




§ Ad 9l gaad! f»)&i@\.’tﬁ

Yoo A Blued B Aca ASHI il ylt
Yoo A AT AT

" GBLEY MY g Lt

\K V\_)"AT\\ Pyt ]

(3233 0A) "ctama L el Ve deladl

B Y (e al Jols s Lggaly Fale Louza ) 4:e + dell
Aloy 9 Gamo 9 grme el Jlala Sy 5 a9 Tame LT
0 LBl 308 O Jany - Lole 10 et lailsa o ile 5 Juo¥) 3l pe
g yall 5 A5SYI AR L B B ulals sasgied

(B3 AV) gy @ld Yoo+ Ael)

Yoo AT clagy¥

(333511 +) Sy eld ) Vee s deludl

e Ll laiaaad) sl (3 Bml (oo coleldadl V4 - Aelad] @
Byre S 5 Sty 5 deme LT TN WMV e agyill B5ye
.Gdes o 'PROACTION' ¥l 38,4 b e 5 gt ogpedll
el g 45Oy AR

(3535 0A) "tama Ll @l :Yose s deladl

Yoo AT VY Guccalnd!

(Rads AV) "aUyS el Ve deladl

Pyt ‘;)L'ef‘jl oty Joo Aelaiddl LS RPN DS LR PY DA
i pall 5 Byl SR Al Junlpall 5 Copecall iam 5 51530l o
(C™-FERRRIRD IR /LS Ry NI RERER P |

Gilbigydin g Mda YV s deledd!







