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The Netherlands Institute for Academic Studies in Damascus
(NIASD) welcomes you to come and watch these Dutch feature
films and documentaries.

All films and documentaries will be shown with Arabic
subtitles.

Location:
NIASD, East Mezzeh, Farabi Street 85 (close to the Greek
Embassy).
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www.niasd.org

Contact information:

Visitors address: East Mezzeh, Al Farabi str. No.85,
Damascus, Syria

Tel: +963-11-61249790, 61249791, 6120515, 6117622
Fax: +963-11-6120515

Email: assistant@niasd.org

www.hiasd.org
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‘Antonia’ (Antonia’s line)

Marleen Gorris (1995), 102 minutes. Prizes: Oscar best
Foreign Language Picture, USA; two ‘Golden Calfs’, The
Netherlands; Joseph Plateau Award, Belgium; People’s
Choice Award, Toronto International Film Festival.

When Antonia feels her life is coming to an end, she brings
together her family to share her remarkable memoirs with
them, giving a last testimony of the freedom, emancipation and
autonomy that shaped and colored her life. Antonia takes her
family back to the Allied liberation of the Netherlands and the
end of the Second World War, when she returned to her small
hometown after twenty years of absence. Together with her
daughter Danielle, Antonia rebuilds her life around her growing
family and her special relation with the town’s outcasts. Bohemian
painter Danielle follows in her mother’s footsteps and raises her
daughter on her own, although not without Antonia’s help and
support. Later, Danielle’s daughter makes the same choice of
being a single mum. Antonia’s granddaughter also gives birth to
a girl, who bears a striking resemblance to the family’s matriarch,
Antonia, thus completing the circle. This powerful chronicle,
which tells the story of four generations of women who are
seeking independence and defying rigid traditional structures,
has won an Oscar for best foreign-language picture.
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‘Het Zwijgen’ (Song from the Other Side)

André van der Hout en Adri Schrover (2006), 90 minutes.

Combining mystery, poetry and drama, Song from the Other
Side carefully and successfully balances thriller and love
story elements, resulting in a unique movie about the Dutch
countryside.

Vincentis a self-conscious young art student who is too absorbed
in his own pretentious life to realize the price that people around
him pay for his lifestyle. Working in Amsterdam in a metropolitan
institute as a researcher into folk culture, Vincent is drawn to
the obscurity of the old rural ‘murder songs’ when he inherits
an old cottage in the countryside. Just 100 years ago, these
murder songs were used to warn the illiterate rural population
of criminals and danger. During his research, Vincent becomes
especially intrigued by a song about a gruesome triple murder,
as well as by the girl who tells him about it. When he discovers
that the murder was committed in the same cottage he now
owns his excitement turns into irrational determination. While
the inhabitants of the village refuse to share their secrets with
him and grow inevitably more hostile, Vincent’s search for the
truth takes an ever-higher toll, eroding his sense of reality and
sucking him into the phantoms of the murder’s history.
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Ober’ (waiter)
Alex van Warmerdam (2007), 95 minutes. Prizes: two ‘Gouden
Kalveren’, the Netherlands; one ‘ Golden Film’ Award, the

Netherlands.

For some people, life is a challenging comedy. For others, it’'s
a drama that is funny only to the spectators watching them...
Waiter, by the renowned Dutch film director Alex van Warmerdam,
is the story of a man from the latter category. Waiter Edgar is
perpetually unhappy with his life and everything and everyone
in it: his wife is chronically ill; he has an affair that turns out to
be nothing more than a hollow sexual affair; and his work is
unsatisfying and sometimes even outright humiliating.

Edgars knows what he wants: get rid of his wife, find a new
girlfriend, and get some respect at work. Unexpectedly, Edgars
also thinks he knows what to do to get all of this and decides
to go off for a serious talk with the person responsible for his
misery... the author writing the screenplay of his life.
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NIASD
FILMPROGRAMME 2008

16-18 DECEMBER 2008
“Endeavours””

Tuesday the 16th of December, 2008

* 17:30h: Antonia (Antonia’s Line), 102m
* 19:15h: Snacks & Drinks
* 20:00h: Het Zwijgen (Song From the Other side), 90m

Wednesday the 17th of December, 2008

* 17:45h: Ober (Waiter), 95m
* 19:20h: Snacks & Drinks
® 20:00h: Antonia (Antonia’s Line), 102m

Thursday the 18th of December, 2008
e 17:45h: Het Zwijgen (Song From the Other side), 90m

e 19:15h: Snacks & Drinks
e 20:00h: Ober (Waiter), 95m
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